
ZOOM: Thursday, September 25, 6–7:30 PM 
Spirits of the Space Age; The Imagined World of Brazil’s Valley of the 
Dawn with Dr. Kelly E. Hayes
The topic of her  latest book, Spirits of the Space Age: The Imagined World of 
Brazil’s Valley of the Dawn (Oxford University Press, 2024), this lecture focuses on 
a new Brazilian religious movement known as Valley of the Dawn,  This globally-
burgeoning movement combines elements of Brazilian spirituality with esoteric 
metaphysics, offering adherents a space-age cosmology that is manifested in an 
elaborate material culture of colorful vestments, architectural forms, vivid imagery, 

and theatrical rituals.
   
Kelly E. Hayes is Professor of Religious Studies at Indiana 
University Indianapolis, where she also holds joint appointments 
in Africana Studies and Women, Gender, and Sexuality Studies. 
An ethnographer specializing in long-term fieldwork, she is a 
leading scholar in religions of the African diaspora, Brazilian 
religions, and the intersections of religion with healing, gender, 
and sexuality.

ZOOM: Thursday, October 2, 6–7:30 PM
“True, not false!”: The Comprehensive Buddhism of the Tendai 
School with Rev. Jikai Dehn
Join us as we explore the Tendai School of Buddhism, exploring its hallmark 
approach to doctrinal inclusivity and philosophical synthesis. The Tendai School’s 
bold claim to a “comprehensive Buddhism,” emphasizes its harmonization of diverse 
doctrines under the rubric of Ekayāna truth. This lecture will provide an insight 
into the incredibly complicated and insightful philosophical conclusions of this 
important movement. 
Rev. Jikai Dehn, became a Buddhist at the age of 15 during an exchange in Japan. 
After returning home, he became a student of Bishop Ara Ryokan of the Hawaii Tendai 
Mission, taking Ordination, and training as a monk. He traveled annually to Hawaii until 
2015, when he attended and completed the Seminary Programme on Mt. Hiei known as 
Gyoin. After his training, Jikai moved to Tokyo and worked at a Tendai high school for 
five years, assisting temples, participating in seminars, and translating materials. In 2020 
he returned to Australia and now operates the Tendai Sangha of Sydney.

ZOOM: Thursday, October 9, 6–7:30 PM
Mysterious and Yellow: Cosmology and 
Alchemy in Early Medieval China 
with Dr. Brandon Underwood
This lecture introduces Daoist cosmology and alchemy 
in Early Medieval China, tracing ideas of elemental 
transformation, body cultivation, and harmony with 
the Dao. Exploring key texts and symbols, it offers a 
foundation in how Daoist thinkers understood the 
cosmos as a living system ripe for metaphysical and 
alchemical refinement.

ZOOM: Thursday, September 11,  6–7:30 PM
The Glimmering Gods of the Electric Age: Thomas Edison’s 
Japanese Apotheosis and the Extraordinary History of the 
Light Bulb with Dr. Jason Ānanda Josephson Storm 
Edison, as one of the most famous inventors of the 20th century, was believed 
by many in Japan to be a divine figure, or at the very least someone gifted with 
divine inspiration. In this lecture, Dr. Storm will discuss how technology and 
innovation were understood within Japanese religious culture. 
   
Jason Ānanda Josephson Storm is Francis Christopher 
Oakley Third Century Professor of Religion and Chair 
of Science & Technology Studies at Williams College. 
Storm received his Ph.D. from Stanford University, his 
MA from Harvard University, and has held visiting 
positions at Princeton University, Harvard University, 
École française d’Extrême-Orient, and Universität 
Leipzig. He is the author of several books—”The 
Invention of Religion in Japan” (2012), “The Myth of 
Disenchantment: Magic, Modernity, and the Birth of the 
Human Sciences” (2017), “Metamodernism: The Future 
of Theory” (2021), and “The Genealogy of Genealogy: 
Nietzsche, Foucault, and the Coils of Critical History” (forthcoming).

ZOOM: Thursday, September 18 , 6–7:30 PM
Reptiles of the Mind: Serpent Symbolism in Blake’s 
Illustrations to the “Book of Job”
with Dell J. Rose
The use of scales and serpentine images corresponded 
in William Blake’s mind with self-delusion and the 
many masks we wear to separate ourselves from the 
truth. No surprises—Swedenborg is ubiquitous in 
Blake’s understanding and use of reptilian imagery.
   Dell J. Rose develops and hosts programs for the Swedenborg 
Library in Chicago. Dell holds the position of Swedenborg 
Doctoral Fellow with the Swedenborg Society in the United 
Kingdom, and he is a doctoral candidate at the Centre for the 
History of Hermetic Philosophy and Related Currents at the 
Universities van Amsterdam. 

Dr. Brandon Underwood holds a BA in Philosophy from Birmingham–Southern College, 
an MA in Philosophy and a PhD in Comparative Philosophy from University of Hawaii 
at Manoa, where he studied Classical Chinese philosophy under both Roger Ames 
and Cheng Chung-ying, and Classical Chinese under David McCraw. He is a Senior 
Lecturer at Vanderbilt University, where he offers courses in Classical Chinese thought, 
hermeneutics, and philosophy of magic.

HYBRID: ZOOM & IN LIBRARY: 
Tuesday, October 21, 6–7:30 PM
2nd floor/ 77 W. Washington St., Chicago (at Clark St.)
A Last Defense Against the Dark: Folklore, Tradition, and 
Cosmic Indifference in the Works of H.P. Lovecraft 
with Dr. Tim Evans
H. P. Lovecraft (1890-1937), the influential American horror writer, had two distinct 
sides to his personality and interests: the antiquarian and the cosmic. An eloquent 
defender of the value of regional folk traditions, Lovecraft saw these not as 
universal truths but as inventions meant to stave off a sense of alienation caused 
by the meaninglessness of human life on a cosmic scale. Humans are therefore 
free to invent new traditions, based on older elements. Lovecraft did this himself 
in much of his fiction, creating realistic and convincing monsters, invented New 
England towns and books of occult lore. His work has been influential because 
it responded to characteristic fears of the 20th century by creatively reinventing 

ZOOM: Thursdays, October 23, 30 and November 6, 13: 6–7:30 PM 
The Radical Reformation: Schwenckfeld & the Roots of Piety 
A Four-Part Series with Dr. Drake Williams
As part of our commitment to contextualizing Swedenborg in historical movements 
and events, we have invited Professor Drake Williams to do a four-week deep 
dive into the works of one of the Radical Reformation’s most important thinkers, 
Caspar Schwenckfeld von Ossig (1489-1561). Schwenckfeld’s understanding of 
the scriptures and the sacraments paved the way for symbolic and spiritualist 
interpretations of the Christian message, like Swedenborg’s, and it is important to 
understanding the currents that made such interpretation possible.

Drake Williams serves as Minister of Theology and Mission at Central Schwenkfelder Church, the 
church where he grew up. He also serves as Guest Associate 
Professor of New Testament at ETF-Leuven in Belgium. He 
is the editor of “Caspar Schwenckfeld: Eight Writings on 
Christian Beliefs” (Pandora, 2006) and author of “Imitate Me 
as I Imitate Christ: Applying a Collective Memory of Jesus to 
the Interpretation of 1 Corinthians 4:16 and 11:1” (Brill, 2025). 
He also is the organizer of the translation committee for the 
catechism of the first Schwenkfelder minister in America, 
George Weiss. Drake has a Ph.D. in New Testament from the 
University of Aberdeen (Scotland). He is married to Andrea, 
and they have three children.

continues on reverse

Join in our Zoom programs:
Zoom Room ID: 558 403 3057

Password: Swedenborg

If you prefer to join via a link, find it on our web site on the day of the 
event, at https://www.SwedLib.org



Swedenborg Library
77 W. Washington St. Ste. 1700
Chicago, IL 60602
https://www.SwedLib.org  Info@SwedLib.org
See web site for hours and programs. 

AUTUMN 2025
ZOOM: Friday December 12, 6–7:30 PM
Between the Devil and the Deep Blue Night: Faust’s Place in Early 
Modern Science with Dr. Dustin Lovett
This presentation will discuss early Faustian literature as a product of the tensions 
between religious, magical, and scientific thought in Early Modern Europe. These 
tensions, specifically around the limits of demonic power and the reliability of 
astrology as understood within an Early Modern scientific framework, played an 

important role not only in preparing the way for modern 
empirical science but also for inventing its first martyr, 
Doctor Faustus. 

Dustin Lovett is a Professor of Instruction and the Program 
Director of German at DePaul University. His research and 
publications address the development of scientific thinking 
out of magical cultures and the emergence of conspiracy 
narratives.

ZOOM: Thursday December 18, 6–7:30 PM
Advent in the Swedenborgian Perspective with Rev. Robert McCluskey
Explore Advent through the lens of Swedenborgian theology, with Rev. Robert 
McCluskey, who will highlight its spiritual significance beyond traditional Christian 
interpretations. Join us as we examine the inner meaning of Christ’s coming as 
a continual process of awakening and regeneration, offering insights into how 
Swedenborg’s writings illuminate the deeper mysteries of 
this sacred season.
   Rev. Robert McCluskey holds a B.A. and M.A. in philosophy, 
with a focus on Greek philosophy, modern idealism, 
existentialism, and hermeneutics. He is a graduate of the 
Swedenborg School of Religion and was ordained into the 
Swedenborgian Church of North America in 1984. He has 
pastored churches in Portland ME and NYC, and served 
on the denomination’s Social Justice Committee, and as a 
representative to the National Council of Churches for 18 
years. 
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ZOOM: THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 11
6–7:30 PM: The Glimmering Gods of the Electric Age: Thomas Edison’s Japanese 
Apotheosis & the Extraordinary History of the Light Bulb, with Dr. Jason Storm

ZOOM: THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 18
6:00–7:30 PM: Zoom: Reptiles of the Mind: Serpent Symbolism in Blake’s 
Illustrations to the Book of Job with Dell Rose

ZOOM: THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 25
6–7:30 PM: Spirits of the Space Age: The Imagined World of Brazil’s Valley of the 
Dawn  with Dr. Kelly E. Hayes

ZOOM: THURSDAY, OCTOBER 2
6:00–7:30 PM: “True, Not False”: The Comprehensive Buddhism of the Tendai 
School, with Rev. Jikai Dehn

ZOOM: THURSDAY, OCTOBER 9
6:00–7:30 PM: Mysterious and Yellow: Cosmology and Alchemy in Early Medieval 
China with Dr. Brandon Underwood
 

HYBRID: TUESDAY, OCTOBER 21
6–7:30 PM: 2ND FLOOR of 77 W. Washington St. Chicago (Chicago Temple 
Building) & VIA ZOOM: A Last Defense Against the Dark: Folklore, Tradition, and 
Cosmic Indifference in the Works of H.P. Lovecraft with Dr. Tim Evans

ZOOM: THURSDAY, OCTOBER 23, 30 & NOVEMBER 6, 13 
6:00–7:30 PM: Zoom: A FOUR-PART SERIES: The Radical Reformation: 
with Dr. Drake Williams

ZOOM: THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 20
6:00–7:30 PM: Zoom: D’Annunzio’s Fiume: Apocalypticism, Esotericism, and the 
Birth of Fascism with Dell Rose

ZOOM: THURSDAY, DECEMBER 4
6:00–7:30 PM: Zoom: Bengali Theosophists & Global Religious Networks 
with Dr. Mriganka Mukhopadhyay

ZOOM: FRIDAY, DECEMBER 12
6–7:30 PM: Zoom: Between the Devil and the Deep Blue Night: Faust’s Place in 
Early Modern Science, with Dr. Dustin Lovett

ZOOM: THURSDAY, DECEMBER 18
6–7:30 PM: Zoom:  Advent in the Swedenborgian Perspective, 
with Rev. Robert McCluskey

NEW PROGRAM coming this winter: 
Swedenborg Series: The 12 Gates of the City: A Journey to the 
Heavenly City through the writings of Emanuel Swedenborg, with 
Dell Rose. See our web site https://www/SwedLib.org for dates and 
times. 	

traditional narratives and beliefs while also challenging our understanding of 
reality in the face of cosmic indifference. Join us in person if you’re not afraid!  

Tim Evans is retired from the Folk Studies Program at 
Western Kentucky University, where he taught for 24 
years. He has also worked as a folklorist in Wyoming, 
Virginia and Iowa. He has a PhD in Folklore and American 
Studies from Indiana University. He has published on a 
variety of topics related to folklore, including traditional 
crafts, architecture, legends, Internet folklore, and the use 
of folklore by such writers as William Morris, Philip K. Dick, 
M.R. James, Neil Gaiman and H.P. Lovecraft.

ZOOM: Thursday, November 20, 6–7:30 PM
D’Annunzio’s Fiume: Apocalypticism, Esotericism, and the 
Birth of Fascism with Dell J. Rose
This lecture examines Gabriele D’Annunzio’s occupation of Fiume (1919–1920) 
as a radical experiment in political myth-making. Blending esoteric symbolism, 
performative violence, and apocalyptic rhetoric, D’Annunzio forged a cultic 
micro-state that prefigured elements of Fascism. Through ritual, spectacle, 
and spiritualized nationalism, we explore how Fiume became a laboratory for 
charismatic power and occult-inflected authoritarianism.
Dell J. Rose develops and hosts programs for the Swedenborg Library in Chicago.

ZOOM: Thursday, December 4, 6–7:30 PM
Bengali Theosophists and Global Religious Networks 
with Dr. Mriganka Mukhopadhyay
This talk presents key insights from Dr. Mukhopadhyay’s PhD thesis on Bengali 
Theosophists and global religious networks. It introduces the concept of 
“Theosophical Capital” to explore how the movement used colonial resources, 
Indian traditions, and bourgeois support to thrive—while also serving the socio-
political ambitions of Bengal’s middle class across the global esoteric landscape.

Dr. Mriganka Mukhopadhyay is a historian of religions in South Asia and its global 
intersection. He studied history in Kolkata and New Delhi before pursuing a PhD 
at the University of Amsterdam on the topic The Occult World of Bengalis: The 
Theosophical Movement in Colonial South Asia and its Global Entanglements, 1882-
1942. He is a former lecturer in Religious Studies at Leiden University and has taught 
courses at the universities of Amsterdam and Vienna. 
He is also the book review editor of Correspondences: A 
Journal for the Study of Esotericism.


